239. A CONTRAST

. We have drawn attention to Professor Parmanand's hardships, whilst
he was passing through the Cape Colony, in our remarks on the procee-
dings of the Congress of Associated Chambers of Commerce.1 Professor
Parmanand, it would appear, was unnecessarily subjected to the indignity
of an examination, before he was allowed to land at East London.

A letter from Mr. Omar Haji Amod Johari, which we publish in
another column,2 shows what even the most respectable Indians have
to undergo in South Africa. Mr. Johari is a leader among Indians in
South Africa. He represents the well-known firm of E. Aboobaker Amod
& Bros., of Natal He is a cultured Indian, and has travelled in Europe
and America. All this was of no consequence to the permit officer at
Volksrust, who, not being satisfied with having examined his permit,
had the effrontery to ask Mr. Johari to put his thumb-impress on his
book. We confess that we fail to see the reason for this procedure. Well
may Mr, Johari ask whether he is to be treated as a criminal, without
being guilty of any offence, save that of wearing a brown skin.

And yet, when it was a Japanese subject who was treated rudely
only the other day, a howl of public indignation went up throughout
South Africa, and our contemporary, The Transvaal Leader, in an angry
editorial, after having severely censured the authorities for the delay in
granting a permit to Mr. Nomura and for subjecting him to the offensive
process of giving his thumb-impression, offered a public apology to the
gentleman on behalf of the people of the Transvaal.

We believe that Mr. Nomura was entitled to the apology. But we
cannot help contrasting the attitude of the public towards that incident,
and the incidents to which we are now drawing attention. We fear that
there will not be even so much as one feeble voice raised in favour of
Professor Parmanand or Mr. Johari. The moral is obvious. Mr. Nomura
belonged to an independent nation in alliance with Great Britain. Messrs
Parmanand and Johari are only British Indians, after all. But a little
reflection should show that a British subject is deserving of at least as
much solicitude on the part of the public, and that persistence in such
a policy as this to which we draw attention cannot but lead eventually
to the disruption of the Empire*
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* Vide the preceding item. ,
2 Not reproduced here